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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. ‘A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 507. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 


Reference in “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” 





Samples. 








Date. Page. 
Various East African raw products... ob ose ...| ord June, 1909; 498 
Phosphate from Natal one ..| 29th Apr. ., | 228 
Woollen Sashes (‘ Kusbaks”) sold in Tur key ls | 15th ,, ‘e 109 
Candelilla Plant and Wax produced therefrom in Mexico | . - - 135 
Blanket required by Norwegian Naval Authorities ee | 25th Mar., ,, 556 
Cloth, stated to be of Austrian make, sold at Monastir ... | 18th __,, jo 510 
Court Plaster (German) and Paper (Dutch), both bearing | 

British Royal Arms, sold in Spain ~ | 25th Feb., 371 
Woollen Blanket required by Egyptian Prisons Depar tment * i. 358 
Standard Fair Average Quality Western Australian | 

Wheat of 1908-9 __... aad ey tee - ‘ 389 
‘“‘ Vegetable” Asbestos produced in Chungking ond .. | 24th Dec., 1908 | 620 
Silk from Wild Cocoonsin Manchuria ... eee | - 574 
“ Machetes”’ sold in Panama ie Ts # re 546 
Cardigan Jackets and “ Shal” sold at Diarbekir .. vee | 10th . ,, » | 494 
Rice and Cotton from Bolivia ‘i sad ...| 12th Nov. ,, | 333 











*.* Particulars are given on p. “507 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

A Trade Enquiry Office has been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Government of the Dominion of Canada. 
A list of Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on’p. 508. 


EE 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 





The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive tenders 
for the supply and delivery of (1) helical and 
volute springs, and (2) brass boiler tubes, as per 
Tubes specifications to be seen at the Company’s 

, Offices, Nicholas Lane, London, E.C. Tenders 
are to be sent to the Secretary, marked “ Tender for Helical, &e. 


Springs, 
Brass Boiler 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


Springs,” or as the case may be, not later than noon on 9th June. 
The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to decline 
any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind themselves 
to accept the lowest or any tender. For each specification a fee of 
li. 1s. is charged, which cannot under any circumstances be 
returned. 


The South Indian Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 
receive tenders for the supply of—(1) 11,325 


F = ae 1g (ORS of iron wire fencing, comprising struts, 
ae Axl cele wedges, straining screws, wire, and 80,000 bases ; 
‘fociees. : (2) 250 pairs of spoke wheels with axles; (3) 


500 laminated bearing springs and 1,250 helical 
springs. Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at 
the Company’s Offices, 91, York Street, Westminster, S.W. 
Tenders, addressed to the Chairman and Directors of the South 
Indian Railway Company, Limited, and marked “Tender for Iron 
Wire Fencing,” or as the case may be, must be left with the 
Secretary not later than noon on 8th June. The company are not 
bound to accept the lowest or any tender. A charge of 20s., which 
will not be returned, will be made for each copy of specification 
No. 1, and of 10s. for each copy of Nos. 2 and 3. Copies of the 
drawings may be obtained at the office of Robert White, Esq., 
M.1.C.E., Consulting Engineer to the Company, 3, Victoria 
Street, Westminster, London, S.W., on payment of 5s. per sheet. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company 
.,. are prepared to receive tenders for the supply of 
ee snc ee special cranked fishplates, steel fishplates, sia 
’ ye” fishbolts, nuts and washers, sponge cloths, white 
lead, paints, drysalteries, &c. Specifications and forms of tender 
may be obtained at the Company’s offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, 
London, E.C., on payment of the fee for the specification, which 
payment will not be returned. ‘Tenders must be delivered in sealed 
envelopes, addressed to the Secretary, marked ‘Tender for Special 
Cranked Fishplates,” or as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m. 
on 10th June. The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Ceninsitin’ Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Enquiries Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 

information regarding them may be obtained :— 
| HOME ENQUIRIES. 
A Liverpool firm wish to secure the representation of some” 

Canadian produce exporters. 
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CANADA—continued. 


- A Yorkshire firm make enquiry concerning the opening in 
Canada for oil, petrol, and gas engines and suction gas plants, and 
would like to hear from persons willing to assist them in entering 
the market. 

A London firm manufacturing dry batteries, porous pots, 
leclanché, &c., are Gesirous of appointing agents in Canada. 

A London firm wish to buy supplies of Canadian crude asbestos 
and fibre, and would like to get into communication with the actual 
producers. 

A Scottish firm manufacturing steel wire and wire rupe wish to 
appoint agents in Canada. 

A Staffordshire firm wish to purchase supplies of cobalt ore from 
Canada, and would like to hear from exporters, 

A London firm desire to appoint agents for the sale in Canada 
of bath sachets. | 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Canadian firm wish to get into communication with firms in 
the United Kingdom who use amber. 

A ‘Toronto firm wish to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of wallpaper, paints, rubber goods, &c., with a view to 
taking up their representation. 

A British Columbia correspondent is desirous of being placed in 
communication with weavers and felt-makers in the United 
Kingdom. 

Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 

* * * * 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A Midlands Company manufacturing sashweights would like to 
get into communication with Canadian buyers. 

A firm manufacturing “ panama ” hats ask to be placed in com- 
munication with Canadian importers. 

A London fine art publisher would like to obtain Canadian agents 
for the sale of photogravures, &c. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A Winnipeg firm possessing extensive warehouse accommodation 
are willing to represent manufacturers of linoleum, carpets and rugs, 
crockery, and also drug sundries and bottles. 

. A Canadian manufacturing company are willing to purchase sup- 
plies of wooden door knob tops, and invite quotations from United 
Kingdom manufacturers of such. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A Toronto firm doing business in metal goods, such as sheet and 
bar brass, machinery steel, and hardware lines and specialities 
generally, are willing to represent United Kingdom manufacturers. 

A firm of Customs House brokers in St. John, New Brunswick, 
would be glad to act for United Kingdom houses. 


Note——For further information regarding any. of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





NEW SOUTH WALES. 


According to the ‘‘ Australian Mining Standard” (Sydney) of 
Subways 7th April, the Royal Commission appointed in 
neem May, 1908, to consider the best method of estab- 
* lishing direct communication between the northern 
and southern sides of Sydney Harbour has recommended the con- 
struction of a railway subway, a tramway subway, and a vehicular 
subway, at an estimated cost of 753,000/., 460,000/. and 502,0001., 
respectively. 





VICTORIA. 


According to the ‘“ Australian Mining Standard” of 21st April, 
tenders will be received by the City of 
Melbourne Council, up to 14th July, for the 
supply and delivery of one direct-current 
generating set, steam driven. 


Electric 
Generating Plant. 





QUEENSLAND. 


The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Brisbane (Mr. M. Finucan) 
has forwarded a copy of a notice and form of 


i, _ “rs tender in connection with the supply and 
~—peetvagl delivery of about six miles of 42-48 inch water- 
Water Pipe 


siete pipes, tenders for which will be received by 

the Brisbane Board of Waterworks, Albert 
Street, Brisbane, up to noon on Ist September. It is to be noted 
that the whole of the material to be used in the manufacture of 
the pipes must be the produce of the United Kingdom or of the 
Commonwealth of Australia, and the pipes must be manufactured, 
entirely within the State of Queensland. 

The above-mentioned notice and form of tender may be seen by 
British firms interested, on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C., and copies of the specifications may be seen at the Office of the 
Agent-General in London for Queensland, 409, West Strand, W.C. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade are 
Springs ; informed by the Agent-General in London for 
Fireb late South Australia that tenders will be received 
sateen ‘at the Supply and Tender Board Office, 
Adelaide, up till 3 p.m. on 29th June, for the supply and delivery 
at the Public Stores, Port Adelaide, of (1) 2,000 volute springs, 
to the size and sections shown on photo. print No. 2708a, and to 
specification No. 16, and 200 volute springs, to the size and 
sections shown on photo. print No. 6426, and to specification 
No. 16; (2) 25 tons firebar iron to size and section shown on 
photo. print No. 3452. 

Customs duty (if any) will be paid by the Government. 

In both cases, the goods will be inspected before shipment, the 
salary and travelling expenses ouly of the inspecting engineer 
being paid by the Agent-General, London, who will also advance 
75 per cent. on the contract on receipt of the usual shipping 
documents ; the balance will be paid in Adelaide or London, at 
the option of the contractor, upon satisfactory delivery of the 
goods in Adelaide. 

Photo. prints can be seen and forms of tender obtained at the 
Supply and ‘Tender Board Office, and at the office of the Chief 
Storekeeper, Public Stores, Port Adelaide. Copies of the prints 
can also be purchased, price ls. each. No tender will be recognised 
unless on the proper printed form, and a time must be quoted for 
delivery. ‘Tenders should be endorsed *‘ Tender for volute springs,” 
or as the case may be. 

The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. 
of the total value of the accepted tender as security for the due 
fulfilment of contract. 

It will be observed that the limited iime for receipt of tenders does 
not permit of tenders being despatched by post, and the above 
intimation is therefore only of use to those firms having agents in 
South Australia whom they can instruct by cable. 





DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


A firm at Napier, New Zealand, are desirous of getting into com- 
munication with British manufacturers of paints, 
oils, colours, &c. wishing to establish business 
in New Zealand. Communications referring to 
the above should be addressed to H.M. Trade Commissioner for 
New Zealand, 9, Grey Street, Wellington. 


Commercial] 
Enquiry. 
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EGYPT: 


With reference to the notice on p. 363 of the ‘ Board of ‘l'rade 
ae Journal” of 20th May relative to a call for tenders 
pms by the Egyptian Ministry of Public Works for 
Installation. ( ataiilly coal re fn] . 
pply and erection of plant for a pumping 
installation on the right bank of the Ismailia Canal, a copy of the 
conditions of tender and a drawing have now been received from 
H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban), and may be seen by 
British firms interested, on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


H.M. Consul has also forwarded a copy of the specifications, 
Buildi conditions of tender and plans for the con- 
uilding . . 
Construction. St Uction of engineers’ quarters at Pont Sahel. 
Tenders, which must be enclosed in sealed 
envelopes addressed to His Excellency the Minister of Public 
Works to the Egyptian Government, Cairo, and endorsed, ‘‘ Tender 
for Engineers’ Quarters at Pont Sahel,” will be received up to noon 
on 20th June, and must remain open for two months. A deposit 
of £E 50 is required with each tender. 
The tender must specify an address at Cavro, either at a Consulate or 
elsewhere, at which notices may be validly served upon the tenderers.* 
The above-mentioned specifications and plans may be seen 
by British firms interested, on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





NORWAY. 
A Norwegian firm desire to obtain the agency of British firms 
selling (1) leather and leather goods impregnated 
with rubber, (2) ships’ requisites, such as ma- 
chinery, waste and oils. 
Communications from British firms referring to the above should 
be addressed to the British Vice-Consulate at Bergen. 


Commercial 
Enquiry. 





SWEDEN. 
Dredging Plant. See p. 491. 





NETHERLANDS. 


According to the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) 

of 26th May, the Dutch Ministry of Finance 

Stamp Paper. invite tenders for the supply of stamp paper 

for the years 1910 to 1914. Tenders, which 

will be opened on the 15th June, should be addressed to the 
Ministerie van Financién, The Hague. 





* The conditions under which temporary domicile at the British Consulate at 
Cairo will be granted to British firms will be found on p. 408 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” of 4th March last. 








‘ 








ot 
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NETHERLAN DS—continued. 


H.M. Consul at Amsterdam (Mr, W. A. Churchill) reports that 
Flectri the Noord-Zuid-Hollandsche Tramweg Maats- 
ectric Tramway Ee Nig a ly Tory wes. ? ¢ 
Material. chappij is increasing its capital by an issue o 
270,000/. in bonds, for improvements and the 

electrification of the tramways belonging to it. 

A copy.of the prospectus of the company (in Dutch) concerning 
the issue of the loan, and giving particulars of the improvements 
and works contemplated, has been forwarded by H.M. Consul, and 
may be seen by British firms interested, on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. : 





FRANCE: 
Material for 
Dock See p. 491. 
Construction. 





FRANCE (TUNIS), 


The “‘ Handelsmuseum” (Vienna) of 20th May announces, on the 
authority of the Austrian Consul at Tunis, 


simber that the importation of timber and furniture 
and ; . 
into that country has reached large proportions. 
Furniture. 


Four-fifths of the supply of these goods come 
from Austria-Hungary, France, Roumania, and Sweden. ‘The 
demand is principally for a light kind of furniture suitable for 
withstanding the heat. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 24th May publishes an announcement, 
issued by the Spanish Direccién General de 
Obras Pablicas, Madrid, inviting tenders from 
Spanish and foreign makers for the supply 
of four steam rollers, one 14 to 15 tons, and three 10 to 11 
tons each in weight, for roadways in the Provinces of Avila, 
Canary Islands, Madrid and Soria. Tenders (in Spanish) 
should be enclosed in sealed envelopes and addressed to the 
Negociado de Conservacién de Carreteras, Ministerio. de Fomente, 
Madrid, where they will be received up to 1 p.m. on 25th June. A 
deposit of 1,000 pesetas (nearly 36/.) will be required to qualify 
any tender, and persons tendering will be obliged to furnish a 
certificate of competency. Local representation is necessary. 

The ‘“ Gaceta,” containing further technical and general par- 
ticulars, may be seen by British makers interested, on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 


Steam Rollers for 
Roadways. 
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SPAIN—continued. 

The same “Gaceta” contains a notice, issued by the General 
Directorate of Posts and Telegraphs, inviting 
tenders for the supply of 100,000 porcelain in- 
sulators (Spanish telegraphs type). Tenders, 
which will be opened at 11 a.m. on the fifteenth day from the date 
of the “‘ Gaceta,” should be addressed to the Junta Consultiva de 
Telegrafos, Calle San Ricardo, Madrid. Local representation is 
necessary. 


Porcelain 
Insulators. 





ITALY: 

The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” (Rome) of 22nd May publishes a notice, 
issued by the Italian State Railways, inviting 
Railway Plant. tenders for the construction of the Selimunte to 
Porto Palo section of the Castelvetrano-Menfi- 
Bivio-Sciacca railway. ‘The section is about 54 miles long. The 
upset price is placed at 802,000 lire (about 32,000/.), and the 
competition will turn on the percentage of reduction offered 
thereon. ‘l'o qualify any tender, a provisional deposit of 40,000 lire 
(1,600/.) will ba required, to be increased by the successful tenderer 
to 80,000 lire (3,200/.). Tenders, which will be opened at 9 a.m. 
on Ist July, must be enclosed in sealed envelopes bearing the 
superscription “ Offerta per Asta, Tronco Selimunte-Porto Palo,” 
and addressed to the Direzzione-Generale delle Ferrovie dello Stato 

(Servizio 1, Ufficio Contratti), 4, Via Ludovisi, Rome. 

The same ‘‘ Gazzetta” contains a similar notice inviting tenders 
for the construction of the Menfi to Capo San Marco section of the 
same railway, the length being nearly 8 miles. The upset price is 
placed at 992,000 lire (39,680/.), and a provisional deposit of 
50,000 lire (2,000/.) will be required to qualify any tender, to be 
increased by the successful tenderer to 100,000 lire (4,000/.). 
Tenders, which will be opened at 10 a.m. on Ist July, should 
in this case bear on the envelope the superscription, ‘“ Offerta 
per Asta, Tronco Menfi-Capo San Marco.” Persons tendering 
will be required to furnish certificates of competency. 

The “ Gazzetta,” containing further particulars, may be seen by 
British contractors interested, on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 

The ultimate award in respect of these competitions may involve the 
purchase of a substantial quantity of steel rails and other permanent- 
way accessories, which may have to be obtained wholly or in part out 


of Italy. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 558-9 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 25th March last relative to the 
postponement of the call for tenders for the 
supply of electric lamps and lamp-holders to 
the Italian Royal Arsenals, it appears from the 


Electric Lamps 
and Lamp- 
holders. 
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ITAL Y—continued, 
‘‘Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) of 28th May that 
tenders for the above will now be received up to the 21st June by 
the Ministry of Marine at Rome. The upset price is 150,000 lire 
(6,000/.) and a deposit of 15,000 lire (600/.) is required to qualify 
any tender. foreign firms desirous of tendering must satisfy 
the Ministry of Marine as to their standing and their ability to 


- execute the contract, and applications to take part therein must 


reach the. Ministry of Marine or the Royal Arsenal at Spezia not 
later than 10th June. 

Local representation is understood to be practically essential 
when tendering for Italian Government contracts. 


According to the “ Bollettino Finanze, Ferrovie, Industrie ” (Rome) 
of 23rd May, the Italian Superior Council of 
Railway Plant. Public Works have approved plans submitted 
by Signor Lanino, engineer, for the construc- 
tion of a railway in the Santerno district. It is stated that the 
concession will be based-on an annual Government subsidy of 
4,040 lire (about 1600.) per kilometre. 


The same “ Bollettino” announces that the Council have also 
; approved a project relative to the installation 
Electric ¢ 7 alate al Say Bee 
iemeteen of two new e ect ic e evators on the Uaracciolo 
and Assereto bridges in Genoa harbour. The 

estimated cost is put at 3,000,000 lire (120,000. ). 





ROUMANIA. 


The *“Curier Financiar” (Bucharest) of 23rd May publishes a 
notice, issued by the Roumanian Ministry of 


Rae ener B War, inviting tenders for the following works, 
and = urnisias the tenders to be opened on the dates indi- 
Materials. 


cated :—10th June, for the construction of a 
military hospital, staff quarters, barracks, stables, &c.—upset 
price 211,100 francs (about 8,400/.); 10th July, for barracks, 
hospital, cavalry school, magazines, &c.—upset price 1,385,700 
francs (about 55,400/.); 10th July, for the erection of similar 
buildings—upset price 960,700 francs (about 38,400/.). Tenders 
should be addressed to M. le Ministre ce la Guerre, Ministére 
de la Guerre, Bucharest. 

The “ Curier,” containing further particulars, may be seen by 
British contractors interested, on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 

The ultimate awards in respect of these contracts may involve the 
purchase of a substantial quantity of building and furnishing mate- 
rials, which may have to be obtained wholly or in part out of 
Roumania. 

















4.70 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [June 3, 1909. 





Openings for British Trade. 








CRETE. 
Textiles. See article on pp. 481-2. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul- 
General at Boston (Mr. F. P. Leay) on the trade of that district in 
1908, which will shortly be issued :-— 


As a result of enquiries made locally, the following information 
has been obtained, which, Mr. Leay writes, if followed up by 
careful investigation on the spot by persons interested, might 
lead to considerable extension of British trade in several com- 
modities. 


Chemicals are mostly imported from Germany and France, and, in 
cases of special products, from Africa and India. 
Chemicals. There is a readiness to admit British goods, and 
this is done when British manufacturers quote 

favourable competitive prices. 


The best china goods come from the United Kingdom, France 
and Belgium. The cheaper grades of fancy 
glass are imported largely from Germany, and 
the more expensive from Bohemia. Ordinary 
glassware is made largely in the United States. 

Japan exports to the United States remarkably good reproduc- 
tions of British china and glass at one-quarter of the price of the 
British article, and a factory in New Jersey turns out reproduc- 
tions of Copeland, Doulton and Royal Worcester ware which are most 
difficult to distinguish from the originals. British workmen are 
almost entirely employed in the factory last referred to. 

The finer grades of the American product are improving each 
year, and, while there will always be a demand for high-class 
foreign goods, the growing reproduction of standard types tends 
to replace them, among the less fastidious or less expert customers, 
by skilful imitations. Commoner grades, such as ordinary white 
earthenware, are for the most part manufactured in the United 
States. 


China, Glass and 
Earthenware. 


While the finer class of cutlery still comes from the United 

Kingdom, lower-priced imitations of Sheffield 

Cutlery. ware are being imported from Germany. 

American goods are improving in quality, and 

the only prospect of an increase in British trade in this class 
of goods would seem to be by means of a reduction in prices. 


Only coarse “crash” linen goods are manufactured locally, 
though a large quantity of cotton goods is 

Linen. made to pass as linen. Irish trade in 
these commodities might be increased by the 

adoption of modern methods of advertising. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


There is said to be a considerable opening for first-class British 
Hats. Gl men’s headwear, such as hard felt hats and caps, 
an Selah as well as for British gloves and walking sticks. 
Walking Sticks. 1+ does not appear to be profitable in the United 
States to employ the labour and care which are devoted to these 
articles in the United Kingdom. Silk hats might also be imported, 
though the demand is less than was formerly the case, owing to 
change of fashion. 


There is a great demand for boat motors by well-known makers, 
Boat Motors. and a large field is open to British enterprise 
in this trade. 


Metal ornaments and furnishings for desks, such as inkstands, 
letter weights, &c. of brass, pewter and other 
composite, and of rare metal substances are im- 
ported from Germany. As an instance, very 
effective albums, plates, inkstands, &. made of mahogany and 
inlaid with brass by means of a steaming process, are imported. 
The designs of these articles show a marked improvement when 
compared with German decorative work in the market four or five 
years ago, and it would seem that increasing attention is being 
paid in Germany to taste and invention in the execution of such 
wares. ‘There is no reason why British producers should not com- 
pete successfully in both decorative and plain articles. 


Metal Ornaments 
and Furnishings. 


In furnishing the foregoing notes, Mr. Leay calls attention to . 
the fact that the tariff alterations under consideration in the 
United States may modify some of the statements made. 





MEXICO, 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul 
at Vera Cruz (Mr. L. J. Nunn) on the trade of that district in 
1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


There have recently been established in Jalapa, Coatepec and 
‘Cordoba, the principal centres of the coffee in- 
Coffee Cleaning, — weve — oe and preparing 
ke. coffee for the market ; most of these are equipped 

with the latest and most modern machinery 

and labour-saving devices. Some of these coffee-cleaning 
establishments show excellent results, largely due to the fact 
that the volume of their business enables them to carry out the 
necessary treatment at an extremely low price; many of the smaller 
planters and even larger estates in close proximity send all their 
coffee for treatment to these establishments, in preference to 
cleaning it on their own property, as was formerly the case. 


Machinery for 


—— 
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The Consul adds:—‘‘ These general coffee-treating stations 
might prove. worthy of investigation on the part of British manu- 
facturers, as the establishments are eager to adopt any labour- 
saving device or improvement in machinery, the utility of which 
is demonstrated to them.” 





BRAZIL: | 

The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at \ 
Porto Alegre (Mr. A. Archer), on the trade of that district 1 in 1908, 
which will shortly be issued :— 
Cement is imported chiefly from Germany and Belgium, though 
the municipality of Porto Alegre, which is 
carrying out a drainage scheme, is using 
genuine British Portland cement as being more 
satisfactory and reliable. 

Fencing Wire comes principally from Germany and Belgium. 

Drugs and chemical preparations come largely from Grermany, 
though the United Kingdom has a share in the trade, as well as 
France and the United States. Many pharmaceutical preparations , 
are now made locally. 


Cement, Wire, 
Drugs, &c. 


Window glass comes chiefly from Belgium, but British glass is 
also imported, especially of the better quality. 

Glass. Table glass of the better kind is chiefly im- 

ported from France and Belgium; a little 

comes from the United Kingdom, and fancy glass ornaments, such 

as vases, &c., from Bohemia; there are, however, two glass fac- 

tories in the neighbourhood, which produce most of the ordinary 

qualities, including lamp chimneys, and these factories supply the 
market with a great part of the cheaper qualities of these goods. 


Boots and shoes are largely made at Porto Alegre. Oniy the 
better class of footwear is imported, and this 
Boots and Shoes. only by some of the higher class shops, the im- 
portation being from the United Kingdom, 
France, and Austria-Hungary. ‘There is also some importation 
from the United States. 


There is a growing preference for British articles of men’s wear 

—hosiery, haberdashery, hard and soft felt hats, 

Men’s Apparel. &c.—which a few of the better class of shops im- 

port occasionally. The trade is limited, however, 

as the prices are very high owing to the heavy duties on this class 
of goods, as on all kinds of made-up clothing. 

Many of the articles in question are also made at Porto Alegre, 
but in style, finish, and quality in general they are inferior to the 
imported article, which is therefore preferred by the few who can 
afford to pay the price. 


Soap. See notice on p. 474. 
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URUGUAY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 370 of the “ Board of Trade 
' Journal” of 20th May relative to a concession 
Pm St ae q for the construction and installation at San 
Furnishi ws Carlos, near Colonia, of an hotel, etc., H.M. Vice- 
eataehaan’ Consul at Monte Video (Mr. H. Hall Hall) 
Electric Lighting 7°P0™s that materials for construction and 
a equipment and fuel for light and power are to 
aap be admitted duty free The concessionaire is 
to provide gratis installation and current for electric light for the 
town of Colonia, He is to spend 1,000,000 pesos (about 
215,000/.) on the works, half within two years of obtaining the 
concession, the rest within the three subsequent years. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, 


The ‘ Boletin Oficial” of 28th April contains a decree approving 

the plans presented by the Directorate-General 
Harbour Works. of Hydraulic Works for various additional work 

at the Concepcién del Uruguay Harbour, and 
further authorising an expenditure of 172,000 pesos (about 
15,8001.) for the carrying out of certain other urgent works. 
Application will also be duly made for the inclusion in the budget 
for 1910 of a sum of 298,500 pesos (about 27,400/.) in order to 
bring the work to completion. 





CHINA. 


The following information is from the report by the Acting 
British Consul at Chungking (Mr. H. Phillips) on the trade of 
that district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :-— 


It should be clearly understood that everything in Western China 
is done in the most primitive way, entirely by 
= aA means of hand labour. The Chinese require 
China to be gradually educated to understand the 
benefits of using machinery. ‘This can best be 
done by means of ocular demonstration, 1.e., sample machines 
worked in public on a sort of show-room system. “Small machines 
of simple construction for use in carding and weaving cotton, silk 
and grass; in crushing, for the extraction of vegetable oils; in 
dealing with rice and corn (threshing, cleaning, grinding, &c.) ; in 
tanning and working leather skins, &c., in fact any machine that 
can be worked by foot or hand-power and used as above or for 
ordinary everyday requirements, should in time command a good 
sale. Such machinery should be capable of being put into small 
packages, and of being easily put together at its destination ; all parts 
should be of standard size. The workmanship must be good 
—a faulty machine would be quite sufficient to ruin an established 
trade. 


Machinery in 


Pumping 
Machinery. 


See notice on p. 496. 
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EXHIBITION. 
BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice on p. 162 of the “ Board of Trade 
International Journal ” of 22nd October relative to the inter- 
Exhibition national exhibition of hygiene to be held at 

§ Hyoi t Rio de Janeiro during August and September 

~~ ee next, in connection with the fourth Latin- 
Rio de Janeiro. American Medical Conference, H.M. Consul- 
General at that city (Mr. R. Casement, C.M.G.) reports that 15th 
June is the last day for the receipt of applications for space at the 
exhibition, but that telegraphic application sent through the 
British Consulate-General will be received up to 30th June. 

H.M. Consul-General suggests that advantage might be taken 
by British soap manufacturers of this exhibition for the display 
ot soap and other hygienic products. 

Copies (in English) of the rules and regulations governing the 
exhibition may be obtained by British firms interested, on applica- 
tion at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. : 

Otago.—The Imperial Trade Correspondent at Dunedin (Mr. W. 
T. Monkman) reports, regarding commercial conditions in Otago, 
that the stringency in the money market which has prevailed 
during the past year continues, and that no material improvement 
is to be expected earlier than the end of the year. Public and 
private expenditure is being curtailed, and consequently the 
imports in 1909 are likely to be less than in previous years. The 
exports from Dunedin during the first three months of the year, 
on the other hand, have been considerably greater than those in 
the corresponding. period of 1908; this increase, adds Mr. 
Monkman, is likely to be maintained so far as the present year 
is concerned, for the producing season has been one of the best ever 
experienced. 


Spain.—The following information is from the report by Mr. 
Arnold Robertson, Second Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Madrid, 
on the trade of Spain in 1908, which will shortly be issued :~— 

In the interests of British firms trading with Spain, it may be 
well to draw attention to Articles 331 and 332 of the “ Ordenanzas 
Generales de la Renta de Aduanas,” which lays down the method 
of procedure in regard to the drawing-up of protests in the event 
of disputes between firms and the Customs authorities as to the 
imposition of fines, classification of goods, &c. Such protests 
Should be made as soon as possible on stamped paper and in the 
proper forms, and, if the intervention of H.M. Embassy is desired, 
a copy of the protest should be sent to the Embassy. Incon- 
venience and delay in dealing with cases of this kind have not 
infrequently occurred in the past, owing either to the failure of 
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British firms to make the regulation protest at the proper time, or 
to their omission to supply H.M. Embassy with details of the 
protest made. 


Vera Cruz.—The following information is from the report by 
H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz (Mr. L. J. Nunn) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

British commercial travellers might derive benefit by calling on 
one of H.M. Consular Officers on arriving in Mexico, more especially 
if such travellers are endeavouring to introduce new lines of business 
or if it is their first visit to the country. No matter how well 
equipped a commercial traveller may be in his knowledge of the 
best means of pushing trade in other countries, he will probably 
discover that in Mexico competition has created other demands for 
him to meet. ‘There are always local characteristics and tastes to 
be studied, which in general are known to the Consul. 

British exporters, when writing to the Vera Cruz Consulate 
regarding the introduction of their goods and requesting informa- 
tion as to a likely agent, should give, as far as possible, the 
exact terms and conditions under which they are prepared to do 
business, as it is very difficult to approach commercial houses at 
Vera Cruz without any fixed basis on which to tell them that 
business is possible. Furthermore, it would seem that insufficient 
use is made of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., as exporters frequently 
write to a Consul for information which they could have received 
direct in the first place from the aforesaid Branch. 

In writing to Mexican merchants, the fact must be borne in 
mind that Spanish is the language exclusively used in trade in 
Mexico. No matter how well a business man may understand 
English, he rarely enters into a transaction unless the proposition 
is made in his own language. ‘The law obliges him to keep his 
books in Spanish; no document written in a foreign language is 
admitted in Court: unless accompanied by a certified translation, 
and no matter how well a public official may understand English, 
he will transact business only in Spanish. 

To depend upon printed matter to do businees is but a poor 
policy, and if the printed matter in addition is limited to a descrip- 
tion in English with English weights and measures and English 
currency, then there is no likelihood of success. 


Porto Alegre—The following information is from the report by 
H.M. Consul at Porto Alegre (Mr. A. Archer) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :-— 

So far as can be judged, in the absence of statistics, imports 
from foreign countries as a whole continue to increase, the United 
Kingdom and Germany standing first with about equal propor- 
tions, though the relative positions vary in detail according to ss 
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class of goods. Many articles, particularly cotton goods, that 
were formerly imported are now mace in Brazil, and the high 
duties render their importation from abroad unprofitable. 

Grey cottons, shirtings, Oxfords, denims, cotton trouserings and 
the commoner classes of printed cottons are those most affected in 
this way. The better kind of dress prints, muslins, cotton 
brocades, fancy dress materials, &c., are still imported in consider- 
able quantities ; also laces, cotton and linen handkerchiefs, cotton 
plush, flannelettes, woollen baizes, &c. which come chiefly from 
the United Kingdom. Cotton trouserings (cassinettes) and coat- 
ings, as well as printed cotton handkerchiefs, are received from 
Italy. Ginghams, woollen and cotton shawls, and ponchos, hosiery, 
&c., which formerly came on a fairly large scale from or through 
Germany, are now hardly imported at all. Native cassimeres and 
coatings (wool) have to a great extent supplanted similar goods of 
foreign make, only the finer qualities being still imported, in retail 
quantities, by a few of the more fashionable tailors and drapers. 
Cotton undershirts, socks, stockings, &c., are also manufactured 
locally, and only relatively small quantities are imported. 

Rice is now grown on a sufficient scale to supply the market, 
being protected by a very high duty, and is even exported to other 
parts of Brazil to a small but steadily increasing extent. 

There is a limited demand for whisky, but it is chiefly for 
foreigners, the natives not being accustomed to drink it, and 
the market is over-supplied. Applications are constantly being 
received by the Consul for the names of firms willing to take up 
this article, but almost every house dealing in wines, spirits, &c., 
is already engaged, and there does not seem any probability of 
extending the business. 

Hardware, ironmongery, cutlery, tools, &c., are imported on a 
considerable scale, the better and more expensive qualities usually 
coming from the United Kingdcm. Machinery appears to come 
principally from Germany, though the United Kingdom holds a 
good place. The predominance of Germany in this respect may 
be accounted for in a measure by the fact that many of the small 
industries are carried on by people of German descent, who no 
doubt retain many of the habits and preferences of the original 
settlers, and the tendency is for them to keep in touch with the 
country with which they are racially most closely connected. 

There are now several strong German-Brazilian houses established 
at Porto Alegre, and they control a great part of the trade, owing 
to the populous German colonies (as they are still called, though 
they are now Brazilian communities) in the surrounding districts ; 
even the bulk of the export business to the northern States of 
Brazil is in the hands of German-Brazilian houses. 

Imports from Italy are increasing, owing to the large number of 
Italians in the State, although, generally speaking, they do not. 
influence trade in the same way as the Germans clo. Enquiries 

















June 3, 1909. } THE BOARD OF TRADE- JOURNAL. 477 








British Trade Abroad. 








made of some of the most important houses engaged both in the 
textile and in the hardware branches of trade support the view 
that the imports from the United Kingdom are as valuable as those 
from Germany, and one of the most important hardware firms 
(German) estimate that their imports from the United Kingdom 
exceed thoss from Germany in value, though not in quantity. 

Generally speaking, business is carried on quite on European 
lines, and it would almost be easier to mention what is not 
imported than to give a complete list of the imports, which may 
be said to include all the requirements of a modern city, except 
things that are produced or made in the country and are protected 
by the heavy duties. 

It may be laid down broadly, as a rule, that cheapness is the 
chief consideration, especially with regard to textiles and articles 
of personal wear ; light, neat and artistic designs are of more 
importance than quality alone. There has been a great improve- 
ment in taste during late years. Tlaring, gaudy patterns and 
colours are no longer appreciated as they were formerly, and the 
styles now preferred, especially in the towns, are more in 
accordance with European fashions, which are pretty closely and 
quickly followed,» with due regard to the difference in climate, 
&c. In this class British cotton goods form the bulk of the 
trade. Silks, velvets and other expensive materials are too dear 
for general wear, the purchasing power of the public as a whole 
being by no means high. Nevertheless, the higher class drapery 
and funcy goods shops and the jewellers import more expensive 
and luxurious articles than formerly, which would seem to 
indicate that the class of people who can afford to buy them is 
increasing. As arule but few solid silver articles are imported, 
rather cheap silver-plated and gilt goods being most easily 
saleable ; to a limited extent, however, a better class of article 
finds buyers. 

It may be said generally that importers and dealers at Porto 
Alegre are keenly on the look-out for anything that is likely to 
suit the market, and having usually their own agents in Europe 
who are also on the alert for anything new, they are generally 
well supplied in this respect, and there is little room for 
suggestions for new business. 

There is very little use, if any, in sending out, more or less 
indiscriminately, catalogues in English, with English weights and 
measures ; the people do not understand them, and will not take 
the trouble to try todo so. In certain cases the catalogues only 
furnish an opportunity for getting the articles they represent 
imitated in Porto Alegre, or elsewhere. It is a great advantage, 
when possible, to give full particulars of weights, measurements, 
and c.i.f. prices in Porto Alegre ; the absence of such particulars 
sometimes renders catalogues useless. 

Peopie in Porto Alegre ordinarily no more think of applying to 
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a Consulate for catalogues or information when they want to 
order anything than they would do in Manchester, for instance. 
They either go to an importing house in the line of business in 
question, or write direct to their foreign correspondent if they 
have one, except in very rare instances, or when the information 
required is of an official or general character. Therefore, those 
who send to the Consulate catalogues merely calling attention to 
a certain class of goods, should be under no delusion as to having 
taken any practical step towards opening up business with the 
Porto Alegre market. People wishing to get into connection with 
the market should not limit themselves to sending out catalogues, 
or even travellers, but should also endeavour to get into touch with 
export agents in the United Kingdom who are shippers to Porto 
Alegre, as the most important importers object, as a rule, to doing 
business with travellers on the spot, since the latter often sell to 
their competitors and even to possible customers, so that even 
when they do give an occasional order to a traveller the goods are 
usually shipped through their European agent, often their own 
firm, on European terms and conditions. 


Chinan.—The following information is from the report by the 
Acting British Consul at Chinanfu (Mr. B. Giles) on the trade of 
Chinan in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

The partial failure of the crops reacted very severely on trade, 
which suffered further from the fall in the price of silver combined 
with the appreciation of the latter vis-d-vis of the copper coinage ; 
the silver tael fetched at one time no less than 3,100 cash in Wei- 
hsien and 3,800 cash in I-hsien, and it was correspondingly high 
in other parts of the province of Shantung. This grievously 
affected the poor people, who make all their purchases in copper. 
To add to their distress, money was very tight everywhere, and 
prices rose considerably, consequently the bulk of the population 
experienced the greatest difficulty in making both ends meet. 
Numbers of firms in the chief trade marts of the province, finding 
themselves unable to do a profitable business, shut down. Over 
90 are said to have been closed in Wei-hsien alone, and some 
190 in Chou-ts’un ; asimilar state of affairs prevailed in the smaller 
trade centres. 

The crisis severely affected the native banks, five or six of which 
in Wei-hsien, where the monetary stringency was most keenly felt, 
went bankrupt. The biggest failure was that of a wealthy and 
powerful establishment, which dealt in _ piece-goods, cotton 
yarn, provisions and clothes, and had widespread ramifications 
throughout the province. _ The liabilities amounted to nearly 
250,000 dols. (about 41,600/.); considerable difficulty was 
experienced in realising what assets there were ; a settlement had 
not been effected at the end of March last, nor is one likely to be 
for some time to come. Meanwhile confidence has not yet been 
restored, and trade remains stagnant. 
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The prevailing depression made itself felt at Yang-chiao-kou on 
the Gulf of Chihli, hitherto a very flourishing port. The imports 
and exports, with the exception of duty-free grain, fell off enor= 
mously in the latter half of the year, and the Customs receipts 








diminished accordingly. 





GERMAN TEXTILE MACHINERY TRADE. 


H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg (Sir W. Ward, C.V.O.) has 
furnished the following particulars of the German trade in textile 


machinery, taken from the “German Export Review ” :— 


In Germany a certain number of branches of the textile machiné 
industry have grown up during the last few decades, and these now 
not only supply the wants of Germany itself, but also export to 


foreign countries. 


A large proportion of the textile machines 


required by the German textile industry, however, has still to be 


imported from the United Kingdom and other countries. 


According to recently published official statistics, the respective 
quantities of the different kinds of textile machinery imported and 
exported were as follows, viz. :-— 


—E 





-— 


























| Imports. Exports. 
inbedinaibcn aes RLte 
| 1907, | 1968. 1907. | 1908. 
Machinery and parts of machinery |  Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. 
with card clothing od 47,800 53,800 | 1,054,200 968,400 
Machinery for preparing the work- 
ing-up and ave 
Of silk de 199,500 142,700 583,100 508,800) 
Of worsted yarn 479,200 506,100 | 4,411,000 | 4,385,600. 
Of carded yarn.. 105,900 249,600 | 2,720,100 | 4,154,700. 
Machinery for preparing the work- 
ing-up of cotton 6,315,000 | 5,744,600 | 2,309,500 | 2,007,800 
Cotton- eee (fine spinning) 
machinery 7,661,500 | 5,517,700 | 1,172,100 | 1,695,300 
Machinery for preparing the work- 
‘  ing-up and spinning of flax, 
hemp, ec. ... _ ave ... | 1,725,100 | 1,902,700 | 1,105,200 | 1,001,700 
Machinery for twisting, reeling, 
spooling, winding y: arn and thread | 1,172,400 853,100 | 2,213,500 | 1,678,600 
Machinery for age — — 
for weaving ; ; 488,700 581,200 | 1,963,000 | 1,337,900 
Weaving looms ie 5,912,300 | 4,195,400 | 9,405,900 | 9,132,000. 
C urtain, lace and _talle-making 
machinery .. joe sad 781,500 498,800 379,900 631,500 
Knitting machiner y a 148,500 110,900 | 1,735,300 | 1,522,300 
Embroidering machinery ... 21,600 86,500 | 5,438,900 | 2,404,300 
Finishing machinery nn ... | 553,900 498,900 | 9,092,200 | 8,481,200 
Machinery for washing and for 
chemical cleaning -_ uae 423,000 448,700 | 1,717,800 | 1,895,400 
Copper cylinders for finishing 
textiles or for printing, including 
the machinery or parts attached 
thereto oa ‘ns 75,200 101,300 284,600 203,200 
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COMMERCE AND AGRICULTURE OF THE KATANGA 
DISTRICT. 


The following information with regard to the commerce and 
agriculture of the Katanga district, apart from the mining industry, 
has been received at the Board of Trade from a reliable source :-- 

The boundaries of what is commonly known as Katanga are 
roughly the following: North, fifth parallel south; east, Lake 
Tanganyika; south, North-east and North-west Rhodesia; west, 
the River Sankurru. 

Although favoured with a larger and a more regular rainfall than 
South Africa, the Katanga will not, probably, be able to compete 
with that country in producing cereals. Lying as it does almost 
entirely within the fly belt, it does not at present offer any facilities 
for cattle breeding except in the extreme south-west. But it offers 
enormous opportunities for intensive cultivation, for the produce of 
which the mining centres will presumably afford a market. Owing 
to its geographical position, the Katanga enjoys many of the 
advantages of both South and West Africa. Its fertility is 
astounding, and practically anything can be grown, as may be 
instanced from native cultivation, which includes, in addition to 
the staple foods, cassava, maize, &c., rice, ground nuts, tobacco, 
coffee, sugar, cotton. Saltpans are numerous throughout the 
territory. In exportable produce the chief items at present are 
rubber and ivory. The amount of rubber exported by the Comité 
Spécial du Katanga cannot be regarded as an exact indication of 
the quantity which the country contains or might be made to pro- 
duce, because of the lack of administrative control and the poor 
price paid, and this remark applies in an equal degree to other 
products of the soil. The institution of the monopoly system has 
curtailed native cultivation, ruined native industries, and checked 
the breeding of small stock. A return to a normal system 
would, in all probability, speedily produce a vast change, for the 
Katanga native is no less a born trader than most other blacks, 
and he will cultivate or collect, if paid a reasonable price for his 
produce. ‘The native races of the Katanga are very amenable, and 
honest traders would have no difficulty in establishing commercial 
relations with them, for they are ready and anxious to do business. 
Labour is cheap, and rubber, cotton, and ground nuts might be 
cultivated and made to pay. In the neighbourhvod of the mines, 
market gardening, fruit and poultry farming should prove profitable 
undertakings. 
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IMPORTATION OF TEXTILES INTO CRETE. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Vice- 
Consul at Canea (Mr. KH. C. Wyldbore Smith) on the trade of 
Crete in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

There is a good demand in Crete for Manchester goods, The 
direct British imports of cotton textiles amounted in value in 1908 
to over 27,0001. 

The customary method in Crete of payment for cotton textiles is 
either cash on receipt of goods, less 23 per cent. discount, or 
acceptance of drafts of three or four months from date of arrival 
in Crete. 

Materials known in the trade as “ Jacquards” find a ready sale, 
At present these materials come only from France, Italy and 
Germany ; they are sold at from 55 to 70 centimes (53d. to 7d.) 
the metre. 

‘‘Oxfords” and “ vichy” come from Roubaix, price 70 to 
80 centimes (7d. to 8d.) per metre. An inferior quality, 70 
centims. (27 inches) wide is manufactured in Italy and sold in 
Crete at 50 centimes (5d.) per metre. Cotton merinos, black, 
90 to 97 centims. (386 to 385 inches) wide, from Italy, cost 55 to 
58 centimes (54d, to 5$d.) per metre. 

Cotton shirtings, sheetings, and drills from the United Kingdom 
in different widths of from 32 to 36 inches, in pieces of 36 to 40 
yards, are sold at prices ranging from 10s. to 16s. per piece, 
according to quality and size. 

Cabots are imported from Boston, United States of America, vid 
Trieste, and are sold in pieces of 40 yards by 36 inches at 64 cents 
per yard. The same class of material, coming from the United 
Kingdom is priced at from 8s. to 12s. per piece, according to 
quality. Printed cottons from the United Kingdom, in various 
sizes and qualities, cost from 30 to 60 centimes (3d. to 6d.) 
per yard ; very cheap qualities are brought from Italy at 20 centimes 
(2d.) per metre. 

Cotton and half-wool materials for men’s clothing are brought 
from Germany in half-widths, 65 centims. (254 inches), and in 
double widths, 130 centims. (51 inches), and are sold at from 70 
centimes to 5 fr. (7d. to 4s.) per metre, according to quality. 

Black and blue half-wool stuffs (army cloth), 54 inches wide, in 
different qualities, sell at from 2s. to 3s. per metre. 

Black satins for linings and other uses, single and double 
widths, 27 or 54 inches wide, fetch from 10d. to 1s. 6d. per yard, 
according to quality. 

Flannelette in all colours is largely used by peasant women for 
their dresses, the better qualities coming from the United Kingdom 
and Austria-Hungary, and inferior qualities from Belgium and 
Italy, in pieces of 40 yards, width 28 inches, price 3d. to 4d. per 
yard. Superior qualities come from Germany, width 30 to 32 
inches, at from 6d. to 7d. per yard. 

Men’s cotton shirts and linen collars are imported from Austria- 
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Hungary. Shirts are sold in boxes containing three or six at from 
2s. to 4s. per shirt. English and Irish shirt makers might success- 
fully compete in this line. 

The Cretan peasant still wears a handkerchief round his head 
instead of a hat; these at present come from Switzerland at very 
low prices, in dark colours, such as olive brown and black. 

Cotton socks from Italy and Germany cost from 2s. to 12s. per 
dozen, according to quality. 

Yarns, bleached and unbleached, are imported direct from the 
United Kingdom, and inferior qualities in small quantities from 
Italy. Yarns are also imported to a considerable extent from 
Smyrna. Bohemian yarns come wid Trieste. British exporters 
should ascertain through their agents the popular kinds, and 
should supply sample hanks. Prices in the Cretan market were 
10 per cent. lower in 1908 than in the preceding year. Coloured 
yarns (blue, black and red) for weaving carpets, table covers, &c. 
come from the United Kingdom, white yarns from Austria-Hungary 
(Gérz) in all numbers, and “ Adrianople red twisted ” from Austria- 
Hungary. Sewing cottons in reels, Nos. 12 to 100, come from the 
United Kingdom. Coloured cottons in Turkish red and blue are 
imported from the United Kingdom, Germany, Austria-Hungary 
and Belgium. 

Woollens.— Half and all wool ladies’ dress fabrics (merinos), at 
from 7d. to 4s. per metre, are obtained from the United Kingdom, 
France and Germany in various designs and colours. | 

Indigo blue woollen cloth from Austria-Hungary finds a good 
sale in the Cretan market. The better qualities fetch from 11 to 
124 frs. (8s. 10d. to 10s.) per metre, the inferior from 6 to 9 frs. 
(4s. 10d. to 7s. 2d.) per metre. 

Woollen materials suitable for men’s clothing, such as “ cheviots,” 
“ twills,” 54 inches in width, and better qualities from 65 centims. 
(255 inches) to 130 centims. (51 inches) wide at from 4 to 11 frs. 
(3s. 3d. to 8s. 10d.) per metre come from Belgium, Germany, the 
United Kingdom, and France. 

Ready-made suits for men are supplied principally by Austria- 
Hungary. 

Flannels, printed, of medium quality in small widths are 
imported from Italy, the United Kingdom, and Germany. Better 
qualities are sold in larger widths at from dd. to 7d. per metre. 


Wool and silk material for upholstering purposes, 130 to 140. 


centims. (51 to 56 inches) wide, at from 2 to 10 frs. (1s. 8d. to 8s.) 


per metre, is obtained chiefly from the United Kingdom, Germany, 


France, and Italy. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p, 438 of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 27th May relative 
to the exportation of live stock from the 
Dominion of Canada, the Board of Trade have 
Stock + tain DOW received a copy of an Order-in-Council 

"¢ iin, aim dated 3rd May, 1909, cancelling the Order-in- 

: Council of 14th May, 1904, and at the same time 
prescribing certain regulations for ships engaged in the trans- 
portation of live stock from Canadian ports to any place outside the 
Dominion, except ports in’ the United States, Newfoundland, 
St. Pierre or Miquelon, Bermuda, West India Islands, Mexico or 
South America. 

These regulations, which provide for the health, security and 
safe carriage of live stock on ships, are given in considerable detail. 
They may be seen by British traders interested on application 
to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Regulations 
respecting Trans- 
portation of Live 





DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


A copy of a Minister’s Order (No. 902), dated 6th April last, 
has been received from H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in New Zealand giving certain 
decisions relating to the rates of duty leviable 
on various articles on importation into the Dominion of New 
Zealand. 

The following are the principal decisions given :— 


Customs 
Decisions. 

















| Rate of Import Duty on 
| articles the growth, 
_.. | produce or manufacture of 
Articles Tarift |! 
No. | 
| ; Any part of 
| Fs si the British 
. Dominions, 
Belt rims for motor bicycles .. od | 184 30 % ad wal! 20 % er val. 
Bicycles, free wheels for ie | 867 20% wy | 
Bordering cotton, woven in the piece and | 
then cut into strips, 4 in. wide — ... asi &9 20% , |20% adrval, 


Collar fasteners for ladies’ collars ... 91 200% , | 20 Y 3 
Crosses, beaded, with holes bored through | 
centre, for making gates (claimed as | 
fittings for iron pipes) ise eee ots f+ OCF 30% , | 20% ad val. 
Drain-cleaning ap} aratus, viz. | sepa 
Armoured-cane drain mse SHAE and i) 
ferret drain cleaners ... in soe Ps 30% , |2% .,, 
Gas furnace and blower, Allday’s, for | | 
- tempering tools oe ag vag coe A9F 30% 4, |20% 





) i 
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DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND ~ continued. 





Articles. 








Levers and lever boxes (claimed as een of 
points and crossings) jon one 
Machine tools, engineers’, &c., viz. 
Rockwell portable heater for isnelite ios 
Machinery— 
Bag carrier or conveyor. 
Combined fleshing and unhairing ma- 
chine. 
Friction-clutches for extension-shaft or 
gearing ... - 
Scientific apparatus, viz. -— 
Ammonia gauges for registering pressure 
in pipes of refrigerating plant 
Automatic steam recorder, * The Sarco” 
Damp detectors for detecting degree of 
dampress in bales of wool _ 
*Urinary testing sets, consisting of 
stoppered bottles, urinometer, trial 


glass, and testing tubes and re-agents | ) 


Screws, nickelle 1 — as metal fittings 
for carriages)... 





—— — 3 ea 





*Screw tops and wire spring fasteners for 
jam jars eee ove eee coe | 
Shackles mm ie 
Swivel-hooks (similar to cargo- ‘sling hooks)... 
Wings or shields for cooling motor cycle vil | 
engines mn ben - she aid 





197 
“384 


196 


283 





192 
456 
476 
197 


411 


* * Revised iia 


Rate of Import Duty on 
articles the growth, 
produce or manufacture of 











Foreign 
Countries. 


| 


Any part of 
the British 
Dominions. 


30 % ad val. 20% ad val. 


Free 


Free 


| 
| 
| 





Free 


| 30 % ad ral.| 20 % ad val. 


Free 


| 30 % ad val. | 909 6 ad val. 


Free 
Free 


30 % ad ral. 20% ad val. 


20 % 





NEW ZEALAND—SOUTH AFRICA: 


Free 


The Board of Trade have received, from H.M. Trade Commissioner 


Amended 
Reciprocal 
Arrangements 
between 
New Zealaad 
and 
South Africa. 


in New Zealand, a copy of an Order-in-Council, 
dated 3lst March, 1909, which has been issued 
by the New Zealand Government amending the 
Order-in Council of 7th January, 1907, relative 
to the Customs arrangements made under the 
“New Zealand and South African Customs 
Duties Reciprocity Act ” of 1906, in order to give 
effect to the reciprocal Customs Treaty made 


between New Zealand and the South African Colonies and Terri- 


tories within the Customs Union. 





The effect of the present Order is to substitute a rebate of 3 per 


2." 
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NEW ZEALAND-—SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 


cent. ad valorem for the existing rebate of 25 per cent. of the duty 
otherwise payable in the case of “unenumerated goods (except 
spirits)” of South African origin, imported into New Zealand. 

It may be stated for convenience of reference that the ‘l'reaty 
provides that the following duties shall be leviable on goods, the 
produce, or manufacture of South Africa imported into the 
Dominion of New Zealand :— 





Rates of import duty on 








Sugar eee eee eee 
Tobacco (manufactured)... 
Tea (not otherwise exempt) 
Wine — 

4 Other than sparkling 


Artictes, South African goods. 
Feathers ... ool oe cen _ on ... | 15 per cent. ad valorem. 
Fish ove ont ove one one one .». | L3d. per lb. 
Fruits— 
Dried and green ... cna ose és -». | Free. 
Maize eee ove 6d. per cental. 


ls. 8d. per cental.* 
2s. 6d. per lb.” 
1d. per lb. 


2s. per gal. 
58 








Sparkling... see eee 
All other goods (except spir-ts) 3 per cent. less than the duty 
which would otherwise be 


payable. 














* The New Zealand Customs Duties Act of 1908 provides that, notwithstanding 
the terms of the treaty, no higher duties shall be levied on any South African goods 
than would be levied on the same goods if they were the produce or manufacture 
of some other part of the British Dominions. At the present time such sugar is 
free of duty. 





ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The “ Orange River Colony Gazette” of 30th April last contains 
’ a Proclamation (No. 21 of 1909) dated 28th 

— of April, 1909, roth re Pell esend Moe Nos. 22 

ae and 26 of 1908, and at the same time providing 

for the regulation of the importation of cattle from oversea 
countries and certain districts in Cape Colony into the Orange River 
Colony. 

Persons in charge of cattle from oversea countries must obtain 
a permit from the Chief Veterinary Surgeon, Bloemfontein, to allow 
of the introduction of such animals into the Colony, and such 
permit will only be granted on condition that the animals are 
isolated at their destination and submitted to the tuberculin test. 

Any animal failing to pass the tuberculin test to the satisfaction 
of the Chief Veterinary Surgeon shall, if brought within the Colony, 
either be subjected to a second test or be destroyed without com- 
pensation to the owner or other person. 
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SELANGOR. 


The “ Selangor Government Gazette (Extraordinary) ” of 15th April 
Prohibition of 28, comtains a Notification (No. 207 of 1909) 
Importation stating that in consequence of an outbreak of 
of Dogs from rabies in the Larut District in the State of 
Perak Perak the importation of dogs from that State 
into Selangor, either by land or sea, is prohibited 

until further notice. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 20th May contains a Royal 
. Order, dated 12th May, providing that goat 


hays : hair (mohair, &c.), waste, carded or combed, in 
Classification of . 
, the form of parts of rovings (trozos de mecha), 
Hair Waste. 


less than one metre in length, shall be dutiable 
under Tariff No. 344. If of greater length, constituting rovings 
or “ mantas,” the rates of Tariff Nos. 345 or 346 are to be applied.* 


The ‘ Boletin Oficial de la Direcci6n General de Aduanas” of 
Tariff 10th May contains a decision of the *‘ Director 
Classificat; General de Aduanas ” to the effect that photo- 
assification of h? f meee EE : 
Phitesvaskic: . St*Rbic apparatus, including enlarging appa 
Pe ratus, is to pay duty under Tariff No. 517 
PP 7. (3 pesetas per kilogramme.) Lenses (conden- 
sadore:) imported separately, are to pay duty under Tariff No. 37 

(3 pesetas per kilogramme.) 
The same issue of the “ Boletin” contains a further Decision to 
the effect that the tiles dutiable under Tariff 


Rib No. 39 (5 pesetas per 100 kilogrammes) are those 
“ “i wage clay or china (barro 6 loza), plain or bevelled, 
sae” painted or not, suitable for covering walls. Small 


china or flint slabs, squares of porcelain or stone- 
ware (grés) of all kinds, as also those of clay or china, glazed or 
painted, which have figures or designs in relief, or mouldings, 
employed as ornaments in building, are to pay duty under Tariff 
No. 42 (24 pesetas per 100 kilogrammes). 





ITALY: 


The Italian Minister of Finance has approved a decision of the 
Tariff College of Customs Experts to the effect that 
hdniattinition of chassis of iron for motor cars should properly 
: pay duty under No. 182 bis (1) of the Italian 


Iron Chassis for Tariff, at the rate of 200 lire each. 
Motor Cars. 





*Tariff Rate of Duty. 
No. | Pesetas.- 
8344. Wool waste, carded, and waste of woollen or worsted yarn 100 kilogs. 50 
Wool and hair combed or carded, including prepared 
rovings, measuring less than 125 metres per kilog.— 
345. Undyed .... ove ove cee eee ose _ 80 
346. Dyed aie _ nes _ ose _ sen = 100 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the the text of an Act of Congress approved 
9th February, 1909, prohibiting the importation 


eee and use of opium for other than medicinal 
: purposes :— 

Opium, other "Sec. 1. After the Ist April, 1909, it shall 
M a saad ‘‘be unlawful to import into the United States 
“i i “opium in any form or any preparation or 
kes “derivative thereof: Provided, That opium and 


‘preparations and derivatives thereof, other 
“than smoking opium or opium prepared for smoking, may be 
‘imported for medicinal purposes only, under regulations which 
‘“‘the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorised to prescribe, 
‘‘and when so imported shall be subject to the duties which are 
‘‘ now or may hereafter be imposed by law. 

“Section 2. If any person shall fraudulently or knowingly 
“import or bring into the United States, or assist in so doing, any 
‘opium or any preparation or derivative thereof contrary to law, 
‘or shall receive, conceal, buy, sell, or in any manner facilitate 
“the transportation, concealment, or sale of such opium or 
‘‘ preparation or derivative thereof after importation, knowing the 
‘‘same to have been imported contrary to law, such opium or 
‘“ preparation or derivative thereof shall be forfeited and shall be 
“destroyed, and the offender shall be fined in any sum not 
‘exceeding five thousand dollars nor less than fifty dollars, or by 
“imprisonment for any time not exceeding two years, or both. 
“ Whenever, on trial for a violation of this section, the defendant 
‘‘ig shown to have, or to have had, possession of such opium or 
“ preparation or derivative thereof, such possession shall be deemed 
“sufficient evidence to authorise conviction unless the defendant 
‘‘ shall explain the possession to the satisfaction of the jury.” 

The Regulations issued to give effect to this Law may be 
inspected by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 


A recent Circular of the United States Treasury Department 
draws the attention of Customs officers to the 
following Order of the Department of Agri- 
culture, respecting the importation of hay and 
straw from Jamaica :— 

‘* Under authority of the Act of Congress entitled ‘An Act to 
“ * enable the Secretary of Agriculture to more effectually suppress 
“ ¢ and prevent the spread of contagious and infectious diseases of 
‘live stock, and for other purposes,’ approved 2nd February, 1903, 
“and to prevent the introduction of the contagion of anthrax, 
‘‘ nleuro-pneumonia, or foot-and-mouth disease. 


Importation of 
Hay and Straw 
from Jamaica. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


“ Tt is hereby ordered that all hay or straw, the product of the 
“island of Jamaica, British West Indies, or which has been 
‘transported through said island, shall be disinfected as may be 
‘‘ prescribed by the .chief of the Bureau of Animal Industry, at 
‘‘the expense of the importer, before being unloaded from the 
‘* vessel bringing it into any port of the United States, and when 
‘ unloaded and landed it shall be stored and held in quarantine for 
“ a period of not less than three months in some place acceptable 
‘to the chief of the Bnreau of Animal Industry and under 
“conditions prescribed by him.” 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
Catteni application of the United States Customs 

storms Mecisions. Tariff which have recently been issued by 
the Treasury Department at Washington :— 

Liability of consignees for duties—The consignee of imported 
merchandise named in an invoice is deemed for tariff purposes to 
be the owner of the merchandise and liable as such for the lawful 
duties assessed. Where such consignee voluntarily enters the 
merchandise, pays duty, and, makes declaration in the usual forms 
prescribed by Customs regulations, he is estopped from pleading 
his agency for the ultimate consignee as against the Government 
so as to exempt him from liability for such duty. 

Where goods are shipped to the United States by a foreign 
consignor, without authority from such ultimate consignee, the 
latter may refuse to recognise the shipment, or to make entry of 
such goods, and thus relieve himself from liability to pay duties on 
the importation. 

Drawnwork—Flax articles—“ Embroidered ’’—Commercial Desig- 
nation.—In the absence of proof it will not be held that the term 
‘embroidered ” in paragraph 339 of the Tariff, includes the orna- 
mentation added to the corners of drawnwork articles, consisting 
of a conventional Maltese cross or of a conventional wheel or 
spider web. 

Flexible tubes and gripes: 1. Lron or steel tubes—Tubes in part of 
other maiterials.—The provision in paragraph 152 of the Tariff for 
‘‘iron or steel tubes,” includes tubes of iron and steel combined, as 
well as those composed wholly of either iron or steel, but does not 
include tubes containing a substantial quantity of other materials 
than iron and steel. Therefore tubing comprising an inner steel 
tube covered with iron wire is within that provision, but tubing 
comprising an inner steel tube covered with brass wire is dutiable 
as manufactures of metal under paragraph 193 (45 per cent. 
ad valorem). | 

2. Copper pipes—Pipes in part of other materials.—The provision 
in paragraph 176 of the Tariff for ‘“‘ copper pipes ” does not include 

















A 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


pipes containing a substantial amount of any material other than 
copper; and copper tubing covered with iron wire is therefore 
excluded from that provision and is dutiable under paragraph 193 
as manufactures of metal. 

Wearing apparel of india rubber and cotton.—Wearing apparel 
of india rubber and cotton, rubber being the component of chief 
value, is dutiable as manufactures in chief value of india rubber, 
under paragraph 449 of the Tariff(80 per cent. ad valorem), not being 
covered by par agraph 314, relating to wearing apparel “of which 
cotton . . . is the component material of chief value,” and to 
‘any outside garment provided for in this paragraph having india 
rubber as a component material.” 











UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-ITALY, 


The following Additional Agreement between the United States 

~ . , and Italy, supplementing the Commercial 

pp scene — Agreement between * ag countries of 

ro steon Guna 8th February, 1900, was signed at 
* Washington on 2nd March, 1909 :— 

Article 1.—It is agreed on the part of the United States, in 


’ accordance with the provisions of section 3 of the Tariff Act of the 


United States, approved 24th July, 1897, that the rates of duty 
heretofore imposed and collected, under the said Act, on Italian 
sparkling wines upon entering the United States, including the 
island of Porto Rico, shall be suspended during the continuance in 
force of this Agreement, and, instead, the following duties shall be 
imposed and collected, to wit : 

On all sparkling wines, in bottles containing not more than one 
quart and more than one pint, six dollars per dozen; containing 
not more than one pint each and more than one half-pint, three 
dollars per dozen ; containing one-half pint each or less, one dollar 
and fifty cents per dozen ; in bottles or other vessels containing 
more than one quart each, in addition to six dollars per dozen 
bottles on the quantities in excess of one quart, at the rate of one 
dollar and smasty cents per gallon. 

Article 2.—It is reciprocally agreed on the part of Italy, in 
consideration of the provisions of the foregoing Article, that during 
the term of this Additional Agreement the duty to be assessed 
and collected on mowers and tedders, included in item No. 240, 
paragraph “f,” of the Customs Tariff of Italy, products of the 
industry of the United States, imported into Italy, shall not 
exceed the rate of four lire per 100 kilogrammes. 

Article 3.— When official notification of His Majesty’s ratification 
shall have been given to the Government of the United States, the 
President of the United States shall publish his proclamation, 
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giving full effect to the provisions contained in Article 1 of this 
Agreement. From and after the date of such proclamation this 
Agreement shall be in full force and effect, and shall continue in 
force until the expiration of one year from the time when either of 
the High Contracting Parties shall have given notice to the other 
of its intention to terminate the same. 

The foregoing Agreement was ratified by the King of Italy on 
15th April, and:the Proclamation of the President of the United 
States (see Article 3) is dated 24th April. 





COLOMBIA. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Tariff Classifi- COPY and translation of a Colombian Presiden- 
_ ion: of tial Decree, dated 23rd March, providing that 
rong Kae Bi rubber tyres and their fittings, for carriages 
Rubber Tyres. and automobiles, shall be included in Class II. 
of the Customs Tariff, with the usual surcharge of 70 per cent. 
Such tyres will thus be dutiable at the rate of 0-017 dollar gold 

per kilogramme. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 
DOMINION OF CANADA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner for Canada (Mr. R. Grigg) has forwarded 
Santee Guime 03 e of a circular issued by the Canadian 
a Goods North Atlantic Westbound Freight Conference 
. om 4 advising shippers of a porterage charge of 25 
ai rm 9 cents (1s.) per freight ton on all local cargo at 
_— Quebec and Montreal for handling the goods at 
those ports. This charge is to come into operation on goods 
shipped by steamers sailing from Europe on and after 26th July. 








SOUTH AFRICA. 
H.M. Trade Commissioner for South Africa (Mr. R. Sothern 
mineticinee Holland) has forwarded copies of the harbour 
Reculati regulations for the following South African 
emulations. . —_ports:—Table Bay, East London, Port Elizabeth, 
Port Natal, Mossel Bay. These may be seen by British 
firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





RUSSIA. 
H.M. Consul at Riga (Mr. A. Woodhouse) reports that the 
Gulf of Riga is entirely free from ice, and 


Re-opening of the navigation of vessels unimpeded. 


Gulf of Riga. 
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SWEDEN, 
H.M. Legation at Stockholm report that the Swedish Riksdag 
Desens of have passed a bill authorising an expenditure of 
r —- 22,800,000 kronor (1,266,600/.), on the deepen- 
rollhattan . s . 
Canal. ing of the Trollhattan canal, connecting Weners- 
borg, at the southern extremity of Lake Wener, 
with Gothenburg, to admit of the passage of vessels engaged 
in foreign trade. The expenditure is authorised on condition that 
four of the principal towns on Lake Wener--Karlstad, Kristinehamn, 
Otterbiicken and Amal—shall bear the cost of deepening their 
harbours to admit vessels of four metres draught, and that Gothen- 
burg shall carry out at its own expense the dredging to a sufficient 
depth of a certain portion of the estuary of the Géta river with a 
similar object. ‘The first mentioned four towns are willing to bear 
their share of the cost, and no objection is anticipated from 
Gothenburg. 





GERMANY. NETHERLANDS. BELGIUM, 
H. M. Consul at Rotterdam (Mr. H. Turing) reports that, according 
to the Dutch Press, a new steamship service to 
North African and Adriatic ports is to be 
na established under the name of the Horn Line, 
poe neon The new line will begi ti 15th 
mete ne gin operations on 
June with the despatch of the S.S. “ Kolga” 
from Hamburg, Rotterdam, and Antwerp to Trieste, Fiume, Venice, 
Ancona, Bari, Oran and Algiers. [or the present, sailings will 
take place every three weeks. ‘The Consul adds that this line will 
compete with an already existing service. 


New SS. Service 
to North African 





FRANCE. 

Adverting to the notice on p. 157 of the “‘ Board of ‘Trade Journal ” 
— of 23rd July, 1908, relative to proposed 
a improvements at the port of Marseilles, H.M. 
at Marseilles. = Congul-General at that port (Mr. M. C. Gurney, 
M.V.O.) reports that, according to the “ Petit Marseillais” of 
19th May, a new dry dock, sufficiently large to take the biggest 
vessels calling at the port, is to be constructed at Marseilles by 

the local dock company. 





GREECE. 

The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at 
Syra (Mr. W. H. Cottrell) on the trade of the Uyclades in 1908, 
which will shortly be issued :-— | 
Notwithstanding the present superabundance of available tonnage, 

New Greek an Anglo-Greek company, having its head office 
- niint. | Pireeus, has been formed with a capital of 

Pom -400,0001.. The object..of this company is to 
develop Greek trade between the Continent and 
America. 
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Another Greek concern, under the title of the National Steam- 
ship Company, has started running a new vessel called the 
“ Patris,” of 4,100 tons, for the transatlantic trade. ‘This vessel, 
which has accommodation for 100 first and 150 second-class pas- 
sengers and 1,800 emigrants, arrived at Syra on her first trip in 
March last. She is stated to have a speed of 16 knots and to per- 
form the voyage from the Pirzeus to New York in 12 days. The 
other ports of her itinerary will include Patras, Calamata, Smyrna, 
and Alexandria. 





CHINA, 


The following information is from the report by the Acting 
British Consul at Chinanfu (Mr. B. Giles) on the trade of Chinan 
in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 

The preliminary arrangements in connection with the Tientsin- 
ale Pukow Railway progressed steadily during 
a gp 1908. Not only Shee the surveys been com- 
masruny pleted in the province of Shantung, but nearly 
all the land required between Chinan and the Shantung-Chihli 
. border has been purchased, while the embankment has already been 
thrown up between Chinan and Lok’ou on the Yellow River. 
Work on the most important piece of engineering on the line—the 
Yellow River bridge—which is in the hands of the Niirnberger 
Bridge Building Company, is also being commenced. The total 
length of the bridge with approaches will be about 2 kiloms.; in 
the river bed itself there will be four iron supports, making five 
spans across the river; in addition to this there are to be 17 
culverts of an average width of 70 to 80 metres. South of Chinan, 
work has not yet begun, but the engineers have been carefully 
surveying the line of route, and work is to be taken in hand this 
spring. 


The project for linking up Wei-hsien, on the Chinan-Tsingtau line, 
with Chefoo by rail has been definitely sanc- 


— a tioned, the gentry and merchants of the districts 
or tie” 2 to be traversed having been permitted to raise 


funds for the purpose. It was originally in- 
tended that the line should be built exclusively by Chinese labour 
with Chinese capital, but owing to the difficulty of getting funds 
the question of a foreign loan has recently been raised. A start is 
to be made with the eastern section of the line from Chefoo to 
Hung-hsien, and the necessary surveys have been taken in hand. - 
The construction of such a line, says Mr. Giles, would undoubtedly 
be a great boon to Chefoo, which has long been hampered in its 
competition with Tsingtau by the lack of railway communication. 
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CHIN A—continued. 


The following information is from the report by the Acting 
British Consul at Chungking (Mr. H. Phillips) on the trade of that 
district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :-— 


The result of the final survey for the Ichang-Wanhsien branch line 
has been published. Certain alterations have 
been made in the route in order to avoid 
tunnelling and other expensive works. The 
line is to leave the Yangtze-kiang at Ichang, pass the towns 
of Wu Tu Ho and Liang Ho K’ou, and approach the river 
again at Hsiang Ch’, 280 ii (about 112 miles) from Ichang. The 
route is therefore past Kwei-chou, Patung and Hsi Jang K’ou. 
Thence the line is to take a sharp turn to the north-west to avoid 
the Wu-Shan gorge, and is to rejoin the Yangtse at Wu Shan Hsien, 
whence it will go along the river to Wan Hsien. So far as can be 
seen from the published report, nine tunnels will be required on 
this Ichang-Wanhsien line. 


Ichang-Wanhsien 
Railway. 


An attempt will shortly be made by a Chinese company, called 
the Ssuchuan Steam Navigation Company, 
Limited, to run merchant steamers on _ the 
Yangtze-kiang between Ichang and Chungking, 
and later on to Sui Fu and Chiating. A steam 
tug and a flat for goods and passengers are in course of construction 
in the United Kingdom, and will be sent out in sections to 
Shanghai, where they are due to arrive in July next. The capital 
of the company is at present 200,000 taels (about 26,700 ), but in the 
event of the initial venture being successful the capital will be 
increased and other steamers ordered. ‘T'wo-fifths of the capital of 
the company is being provided by the officials and three-fifths by 
the merchants, but the management is to be entirely in the hands 
of the latter. The prospectus of the company states that it is 
to have a monopoly for 25 years, and as a means of enforcing this 
the various guilds are to give guarantees that they will ship cargo 
by the company's steamers. 

Much has been written in the past concerning the problem of 
steam navigation on the Upper Yangtze, and the general opinion 
so far has been unfavourable. However, if this new Chinese 
company obtain: the néedful Government support as_ regards 
measures to carry out blasting operations at different parts of the 
river, they may stand, says the Acting Consul, a fair chance of 
success. 


Steam Navi- 
gation on the 
Upper Yangtze. 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
NATAL: 


Adverting to the notice on p. 467 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
Bounty on of 28th May, 1908, relative to the bounty on 
Gold Production gold production in Natal, H.M. Trade Com- 

‘ missioner for South Africa (Mr. R. Sothern 
Holland) has forwarded a copy of a Government Notice (No. 205 of 
1909) published in the ‘‘ Natal Gazette” of 27th April, giving the 
conditions under which a bounty on gold production will be paid 
during the financial year ended 30th June, 1909. Payments, 
according to priority of proof, will be made at the rate of five 
shillings per ounce of fine gold won on which the claim to bounty 
is proved before 30th June, 1909, provided that the total amount 
of 5001., to which the bounty for the financial year is limited, be 
not previously expended. 





TRANSVAAL: 


According to the “Cape Argus” of 5th May, a layer of kaolin has 
been discovered on the Silverton Estate, near 
Pretoria, and has been pronounced to be of a 
very superior kind. ‘Terra cotta clay has been 
found near the kaolin, and is also pronounced 


of excellent quality. 


Kaolin and 
Terra Cotta Clay 
Discoveries. 


— 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following statement, showing the weight of tin and tin ore 
(tin exported in the form of ore having been 
taken at 70 per cent. of the gross weight of the 
ore) exported from the Federated Malay States 
during the three months January to March, 1908 and 1909, is 
taken from the “‘ Selangor Government Gazette” of 23rd April :— 


Tin Exports. 




















































Three months ended Three months ended 
March, 1908. March, 1909. 
State. Tin | Tin 
Exported . | Exported 
Tin. So Naa! Total. Tin. es, iter Minin Total. 
of Ore. | | of Ore. 

Pikuls. | Pikuls. Pikuls. | Pikuls.| Pikuls. | Pikuls. 
Peek... 17,247| 193,419 | 120,666] 20,840 | 80,189 | 101,029 
Selangor ™ 8,388 67,598 75,986 7,886 51,688 59,574 
Negri Sembilan 7,493| 9,682 17,125] 2,050 9,331 | 11.381 
Pahang 2,949 | 5,491 8,440} 2,863 6,216 9,079 
Total ... 36,077; 186,140 | 222,217] 33,639 | 147,424 | 181,063 








NoTE.— Pikul = 1334 Ibs. 

























































June 3, 1909.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 495 





Minerals, Metals and Machinery. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following information is from the report by H.M. Consul at 
Philadelphia (Mr. W. Powell) on the trade of that district in 1908, 
‘which will shortly be issued :— 


A new process which is said to hold out much promise to the worker 
in sheet metal has recently been perfected, and 

Monel Metal. is now being placed on the market. The metal 

produced by it is named Monel metal, and 
is composed roughly of 72 per cent. of nickel, 14 per cent. 
of iron and 264 per cent. of copper. In appearance it is not 
unlike sheet zinc. The combination of the three elements 
mentioned is stated to yive great resistance to acids and other 
corrosions, a high degree of tensile strength, considerable ductility 
and flexibility, with ease of working, and relatively small contrac- 
tion and expansion with changes in temperature. It is claimed 
that the metal can be readily solidified, that it admits of the use 
of a killed acid as a flux, that its nickel content enables it to. be 
highly finished and readily polished, and that while a little tougher 
to cut than sheet copper, it does not, with good shears, show the 
characteristic burrs and edges commonly seen when sheet zinc 
is cut. 

Monel metal is said to have special interest for the roofer as 
a metal which can be used in lieu of copper sheet, but its 
adaptability is stated to be by no means confined to this purpose, 
it having been used in making kitchen utensils, chafing dishes, 
mugs, spoons, &c.; castings of automobile parts; propeller blades 
and gear wheels; screws, rivets and tacks; soap dishes; sponge 
receptacles, and other metal manufactures such as are made of 
brass nickel-plated. 

It is further claimed that the Monel metal, as a rolled product 
in sheet metal form, is capable of being adapted to many uses, 
and that it can also be readily cast ; in the latter form it is stated 
to possess a high degree of strength. Monel metal castings are 
said to have shown the tensile strengths, for what are known as 
grades B, C and D, of 85,000, 75,000 and 70,000 lbs. per square 
inch, respectively. Its tensile strength when rolled is said: to 
rise to 108,750 lbs. per square inch. 





CHINA. 


With reference to the particulars given on p. 436 of the “‘ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 4th March last, respecting coal production at 
Fangtse and Hungshan, the following information respecting 
native-worked coal mines in the Chinan district is from the report 
by the Acting British Consul at Chinanfa (Mr. B. Giles) on the 
trade of Chinan in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 
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Minerals, Metals and Machinery. 





CHIN A—continued. 


As regards native-worked coal mines, after those in the Poshan 
c _ Valley, those in the I-chou prefecture are the 
oal Mining . . 

gp Barents most important in the province of Shantung. 

. 5 The Chung-hsing Company, previously known 
as the German-Chinese Mining Company, with a capital of 
2,000,000 dols. (about 167,000/.), which works coal mines. 
in I-hsien, is the principal concern. Its mines produce about 
300 tons of coal daily. The German capital invested only 
amounts to about 42,000 dols. altogether, and it is to be gradually 
repaid until the capital is solely Chinese ; the name of the company 
was also altered during the past year, the word German being 
eliminated. A German loan of 800,000 marks (about 39,3001.) 
has, however, recently been contracted for the purchase of rolling- 
stock. 

In Lan-shan-hsien the natives also do a considerable amount of 
primitive coal mining every year between October and March, at 
which latter date the water floods their shafts and they are 
compelled to cease operations for lack of pumping machinery. 
The industry has now been taken in hand by local capitalists intent \ 
upon reorganising and developing it, capital to the amount of 
about 18,000 dols. (over 1,500/) having been subscribed. Should 
the enterprise prosper, it is proposed later on to purchase proper 
machinery and to extend operations further. There are at present. 
30 sharts, old and new, of which two are being profitably worked. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


CHINA. 


The following information is from the report by the Acting 
British Consul at Chinanfu (Mr. B. Giles) on the trade of Chinan 
in 1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


In addition to those already established in the province of Shantung, 
a new cotton spinning and cloth weaving 
factory was opened in 1908 in Chi-mo-hsien, 
not far from Tsingtau. Gins, looms and other 
machinery of modern make have been purchased 
abroad, and 20 apprentices have been specially 
indentured to study foreign manufacturing methods, The raw 
material is to be drawn exclusively from the province. 


Cotton Spinning 
and Weaving 
Factory at 
Chi-mo-hsien. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 29th May, 1909, were 
as follows :— 
Wheat ... nike dot ». 42s. 6d. 
Barley ... eve oes woe 268. 3d. 
aoe tie ooo ls. Od. 


For further particulars see p. 503. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Philadelphia (Mr. W. Powell) reports that, accord- 

ar Yee ing to an official report, the total value of the 

in 1908 P crops of the United States in 1908 was 

¥ 7,778,000,000 dollars (about 1,555,600,0002.), 

an increase of 290,000,000 dollars on the value in 1907. Of this 

total, the value of the cereal crop was 2,694,000,000 dollars 

(about 538,800,000/.), a sum more than 300,000,000 dollars in 
excess of the value in 1907. 





CHINA. 


The following information is from the report by the Acting 
British. Consul at Chinanfu (Mr. B. Giles) on the trade of Chinan 
in°1908, which will shortly be issued :— 


Cotton is largely grown in the province of Shantung, and the 
authorities have recently turned their attention 
; to the development of this industry. Experi- 

Experiments 3 ments have been made during the past two years 

- Shantung. @ with five varieties of American cotton seeds, 
especially in the Tung-ch’ang prefecture, with varying success, 
though the results are said to be satisfactory on the whole. 
The experiments are to be continued, a grant of 1,500 taels (about 
2001.) having again been made in 1908 from the Provincial 
Exchequer for the purchase of American seeds. 


Cotton Growing 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

during the week ended 27th May, 1909, 
Cotton Statistics. was 56,745 (including 43 bales British West 

Indian and 290 bales British West African), 
and the number imported during the twenty-one weeks ended the 
27th May was 2,130,908 (including 4,080 bales British West Indian, 
5,711-bales British West African, 3,381 bales British East African, 
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Miscellaneous. 


and 282 bales foreign East African). The number of bales exported 
during the week ended the 27th May was 6,795, and during the 
twenty-one weeks 122,500. 

For further details see p. 503. 





TRANSVAAL. 


The “ Transvaal Government Gazette” of 30th April announces 
the appointment of a Commission to enquire 
into the desirability of the establishment of 
large electric power companies in the Trans- 


Commission to 
enquire into 


nso ad vaal, and the probable effect of such companies 
Saiiiantoe. Ton the Witwatersrand gold industry, the coal. 


industry, the Central South African Railways, 
agriculture and irrigation, the employment of labour, &c.; also 
into the attitude of the State to such companies. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following statement, showing the weight of cultivated 
rubber exported from the Federated Malay 
Rubber Exports. States during the three months January to 
March, 1908 and 1909, is taken from the 
“Selangor Government Gazette ” of 23rd April :— 

















State Three months ended | Three months ended 
‘ March, 1908, March, 1909. 
Lbs. Lbs. 
Perak ... ae aed on nile 103,227 185,961 
Selangor via ine ide see 403,956 700,822 
Negri Sembilan ‘oe she on 213.350 261,486 
Pahang ... = ‘es ma ie Nil. Nil. 
Total ... ioe 720,533 1,148,269 





GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


The following information is from the report by Mr. Vice-Consul 
Young on the trade of German East Africa, which will shortly 
be issued :— 








Samples of the following products, viz.:—Sisal fibre, Ceara and 
native rubber, wax, coffee, ground-nuts. cotton, 
sesame, copal, mica, Sanseveira fibre and kapok, 
together with samples of the following experi- 
mental products, viz., cinchona bark and musa fibre, have been 
forwarded to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where they may 
be inspected by British firms interested. 


Samples of 
Various Products. 
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Miscellaneous. 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Bordeaux has forwarded a copy of the report of 
the ‘Commission Mixte du Commerce et de ]’Industrie,” appointed 
to investigate the economic situation of the department of the 
Gironde and of the port of Bordeaux. The following information 
is taken from this report :— 


The pine forests of Gascony are worked principally for the 
7 extraction of resins and their by-products and 
for the production of pit props. These articles 
account for half the exports from the port 
of Bordeaux. The resinous products collected in the forests 


Resinous 
Products. 


are taken to the neighbouring mills, where they are distilled. 


This process of distillation gives a liquid product obtained by 
condensation, viz., spirits of turpentine, and a dry residue called 
colophony or “ brai.” Colophony is a refined product obtained from 
the early spring resins, whilst “‘brai” on the other hand is of inferior 
quality, much redder, or even black, and obtained from the summer or 
autumn resins. Colophony, which is valued at 30 or 40 francs per 
100 kilogs., is used almost exclusively in the manufacture of 
varnish and soap, whilst “brai,” which fetches 25 to 28 francs 
per 100 kilogs., is employed principally in soap works, paper 
works and in the manufacture of electric cables. It appears 
that the latter was for a time largely used in the manufacture of 
wagon and coach grease, and for mixing with dearer oils. Owing 
to the enhanced price of “ brai,” however, its use for these 
purposes has almost died out, and it has been replaced by mineral 
oils. Resinous tar is another product in which a considerable 
business is done. 


The working of the Landes pine forests for the production of pit 

props is also a source of great profit, the 

Pit Props. exports of this article from Bordeaux to the 

United Kingdom in certain years aggregating 

500,000 tons. In consequence of the great importance of these 

industries, the Commission refer to the necessity for replenishing 
and preserving the pine forests. 


Other uses to which the pine trees are applied are 

S] Welenieeinh the making of railway sleepers, tele- 

Siler "Wand eh &ec graph poles, wood paving blocks, 
: »”~" packing boxes, &c. 


The cod industry is of considerable importance to the port of 
Bordeaux, owing to the large consumption of 

Cod Industry. cod in that district, and to the proximity of 
Bordeaux to Spain which imports large quan- 

tities, and also on account of the climate, which is particularly 
suitable for fish curing. There are at Bégles no fewer than thirty 
establishments engaged in this industry. 
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Miscellaneous. 





FRANC E—contixued. 
In order to better the industrial conditions of the Gironde, the 
Commission direct attention to the necessity for 
improving the port of Bordeaux by enlarging 
the harbour, and by equipping it with up-to- 
date appliances, so that shippers may be sure of finding sufficient 
dock space and proper material for the loading and unloading of 


vessels (see ‘* Board of Trade Journal ” of 27th May, p. 444). 


ROU MANIA. 
H.M. Legation at Bucharest report that a law has been passed in 
Roumania creating and organising a Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce. Among the func- 
tions of this Ministry will be the administration 
of the law for the encouragement of national 
industries and of that respecting patents and trade marks, and 
certain duties in connection with State and departmental contracts. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The Acting British Consul-General at Chicago (Mr. T. Erskine) has 
forwarded the following particulars of the 
system of pre-cooling adopted by the Southern 
wen, — Pacific rt mon Seulenerie California — 

In general the process consists in rapidly 
refrigerating fruit and vegetables at the point of loading, in the cars 
in which they are to be transported. There are several advantages in 
this process, of which the most important is that the fruit, ete., so 
pre-cooled is allowed to become thoroughly ripe before loading, 
and the transportation of any fruit or vegetable, however delicate 
it may be, for a long distance, becomes feasible and practicable, 
so that at the point to which it is consigned it will be received 
in practically the same condition as when it was loaded. By 
the use of this method, a carload of fruit may be so quickly 
brought below the point at which decay is arrested that the 
contents may be absolutely ripe when loaded. Besides the 
element of temperature, the emanations from the fruit itself are 
aids to decay, and it has been found of great advantage to be able, 
not only to lower the temperature of the contents of the car, 
but to withdraw therefrom the heated air given off by the 
contents, and charged with the foul gases and emanations: the 
‘“‘ Intermittent System ” in use by the Southern Pacific Company 
is devised to accomplish both these results, namely, refrigeration 
and purification. ‘The apparatus for this purpose forces air 
through a false door, or other aperture, at or near the middle 
of the car, and distributes this air, by means of suitable 
deflectors and baffles, through the boxes of fruit. The cool 
air passes intu the car in a continuous stream, and is with- 
drawn from the head hatches by means of temporary connections. 


Harbour 
Improvements. 





New Ministry 
of Industry and 
Commerce. 





Pre-Cooling of 
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Miscellaneous. 





At suitable intervals the inlet is closed for a brief time, and an 
exhaust maintained in the outlet pipe so that a partial vacuum 
occurs in the car. During this part of the process the exhausted 
air is discharged in the open air or wasted. ‘The inlet is then 
opened and the exhaust into the outer air closed, so that the 
circulation of cold air through the car is resumed. The cold air, 
after circulating through the car, is passed by suitable fans over 
and through a coi! of cooling pipes, so as to condense moisture or 
essential oil] emanating from the fruit, or rather that small portion 
of these which is left in the air after the vacuum part of the 
process. ‘The amount of vacuum, the frequency of its application, 
-and the length of time during which it is maintained, vary with 
the kind and condition of fruit, vegetable, etc. To sum up, by 
this process not only are the contents of the car refrigerated, but 
they are also surrounded by sweet clean air, sterilised by 
refrigeration. After pre-cooling, the cars are fully iced as usual so 
as to maintain a low average temperature during loading. This 
preserves the delicate flavour of fruits, berries, and vegetables 
transported for long distances, so that they arrive in a condition 
not heretofore possible under ordinary refrigerating methods ; and 
there is evidence to show that the contents keep better when 
exposed for sale than fruit which has been transported in the 
ordinary way. 





MEXICO. 

With reference to the notice on p. 183 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 24th October, 1907, relative to a 
concession to Mr. Harry J. Earle for the 
exploitation of the fisheries in the zone included 
between the mouth of the river Lagartos, in 
the State of Yucatan, and Punta Flor, in the territory of 
Quintana del Roo, including the Chinchorro reef, H.M. Legation 
in Mexico now report that the contract has been rescinded, owing 
to the death of Mr. Earle. 


Rescission of 
Fishery 
Concession. 





CHINA: 
The following information is from the report by the British 
Consular Agent at,'I'singtau (Mr. R. H. Eckford) on the trade of 

that district in 1908, which will shortly be issued :-— 
Business in straw braid was active, a good demand for various plaits 
existing throughout the year. It was, however, 
rather precarious for the native dealers, as, 
nape a8 though th d d profits on most descrip- 

Teingtau. hough they made good profits on most descrip 
tions, yet on “seven end split,’ “ plain,” and a 
few other kinds they lost heavily. 

Contracts for ‘‘ split” were made early in the year for the American 
market ; this induced large production at an enhanced and rapidly 


Straw Braid 
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Miscellaneous. 





increasing cost, so that supplies were in excess of demand; not- 
withstanding, native merchants held on to their stocks until towards 
the end of the year, when they were willing to accept lower prices, 
but without result, as quotations at Tsingtau showed no margins 
on nominal values ruling in America, demand there latterly having 
been very dull. 

‘* Laichow mottled ” was in strong demand all the season, and from 
May onwards prices gradually advanced about 25 per cent., but 
without restricting business. American importers were eager 
buyers of the finest sizes, while London and the Continent readily 
took fine and medium numbers. Speculation amongst natives has 
played an important part in this article, as some of them employed 
by foreign merchants entered into contracts with their principals, 
and dealers, becoming aware of this, held on to their stocks until 
they were paid prices much higher than those at which such 
contracts were settled. 

In straw braid “ fancies” also there has been a good trade, and 
dealers have recouped themselves thereby for losses on split and 
other kinds. With a very strong demand existing, the usual result 
followed, the quality deteriorating rapidly without much decline in 
price. There were numbers of new patterns, and it is much to be 
regretted that dealers encourage these practices, as the export of 
such inferior qualities gives a baud name to Chinese products. 
Delivery of goods contracted for was much delayed, to the detri- 
ment of the buyers, who suffered loss of market and losses in 
exchange, for which no compensation could be obtained, as native 
dealers have combined to boycott any foreign firm exacting a penalty. 
About 57,000 packages arrived at Tsingtau by rail from the 
interior, and a very small quantity was aiso imported from Tientsin. 
Of these some 31,000 packages were purchased on the Tsingtau 
market, and about 15,000 packages were shipped to Shanghai by 
natives for sale there, leaving, however, fair stocks in ‘T’singtau. 
The 57,000 packages are inclusive of contracts, these latter amount- 
ing to about 8,000. packages. Arrivals during 1908 exceeded those 
for the preceding year by about 10,000 packages. The controversy 
as to the length of bundles was continued, with the result that 
most of the goods now arriving are almost up to required 
standards; if buyers exercise vigilance, this grievance will, it is 
hoped, soon cease to exist. 

Shantung straw has been exported somewhat freely, its destina- 
tion being Ningpo, where it is made up into hats. The continuance 
of this trade depends on the vagaries of fashion. 

It is reported that the Chefvo native merchants have organised a 
syndicate for the production of plait from straw grown in that 
neighbourhood, and that it is proposed to bring some families from 
Pingtu and Shaho to teach plaiting. Samples have been shown 
at ‘l'singtau, and the qualities appear to be satisfactory. No 
foreigners are to be allowed to participate. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
— —— of the United Kingdom during the week and 21 weeks ended 
t ay, — 



































Week ended| 71 Weeks |! Week ended| 21 Weeks 
— 27th May, | 5°" 27th May, | ,,“nded 
1909, | 2/th May, 1909, | 27th May, 
. 1909. P 1909. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American . ; 45,176 1,751,089 5,663 81,999 
Brazilian : ‘ : 2,586 11,261 229 2,296 
Kast Indian ... de ; 130 52,221 767 16,523 
Egyptian J 5,951 281,903 121 18,743 
Miscellaneous ; 2,902* 34,429+ | 15 2,739 
Total... 56,745 2,130,903 | 6,795 | 122,300 








* Including 43 bales British West: Indian, and 290 bales British West African. 
+ Including 4,080 bales British West Indian, 5,711 bales British West African, 
4 3,381 bales British East African and 282 bales foreign East African. 
NoTe.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 29th May, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 

Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

a 44. <— a | 

Week ended 29th May, 1909 ... on od as 26 «3 21 0 
Corresponding week in— 

ice wa sas a. «o: -de? e re 

1908 ... one pom ene doa ul’ aa 23 10 18 4 

1904 ... a 6 tee om _ ak: a 3 18 8 16 8 

1905 ... 7 we pee nei walt aan 3 23 #6 19 1 

1906 ... pn _ _— nai oot “4 22 10 2 5 

1907 ... _ ne ais te | | 4 34 0 20 8 

1908 ... ae ae vie nis — = = Ss ¢ — = 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight. 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1909, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 5d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of ) 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 

BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the May 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in April; Rise in the 
Price of Wheat and Bread; Farnings in the Cotton Industry; 
Employment in the United States in 1908; German Labour 
Colonies in 1908; Trade Unions in 1905-7; Coal production and 
consumption ; Recent cases under the Conciliation Act. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following Consular Reports of the Annual Series have been 
issued during the past week :— 

No. 4,191. Trade of Newchwang in 1908. 

Condition of Liao River. Export of beans from Tairen 

Increase in foreign imports to United Kingdom. 
and in exports. 


No. 4,201. Trade of Coquimbo in 1908. 


Effect of monetary crisis on Effect of drought on agri- 
foreign trade; fluctuations in culture. 
currency value. Sketch map. 


Copper mining. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,204. Trade, Commerce and Navigation of Hayti and 
Santo Domingo in 1908. 


Hayti: Santo Domingo: 

Position and possibilities of Reduction of port and har- 
British trade. bour dues. | 

Issue of paper and nickel Railways and shipping lines, 
money and its effects. Public works. 


Exports of cacao, sugar, 
tobacco, &c., and production of 
timber. 


Map of Hayti and Santo Domingo, 
No. 4,209. Trade and Commerce of Porto Rico in 1908. 


Trade with United Kingdom Dredging of harbour. 

and British Possessions. Map showing rvads and rail-. 
Coffee, sugar, tobacco, fruit, ways. 

&c., exports. 


No. 4,210. Trade of Seville in 1908. 


Proposed canal below Seville Protection against floods, 
to avoid. bends in river, &Xc. British shipping. 
Port dues, &c. Kimigration. 
Poor olive crop ; disease Mining at Cordoba. 
among oranges. State of port of Huelva. 
Electrical works. Exports of sherry from Jerez. 


de la Frontera. 


No. 4,214. Trade of Benghazy District in 1906-8, 


Failure of barley crop in Export of salt and sponges, 
1908. Sketch map. 

Trade with United Kingdom: 
decrease in 1908. 


No. 4,215. Trade of Tampico in 1908. 


Tampico harbour, Cultivation of zapupe plant. 
Tuxpam canal. Hints to British traders. 
Cattle rearing. Mining and other industries, 
Oil wells and refinery. and public works, at Monterrey. 
Colonization prospects. Wax from candelilla plant. 


No. 4,218. Trade of Ciudad Bolivar in 1908. 


Restrictions on trade. Gold mininy. 
Intricate and stringent fiscal Port charges at Ciudad 
laws. Bolivar. 


Rubber exports. Sketch map. 
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Government: Publications. 








No. 4,219. Trade and Commerce of Roumania in 1908. 


Legal decision affecting Distilleries ; sugar factories ; 
foreign companies. cement works. 
Agriculture in 1908 and Railways. 
1909. . Sulina as a port for grain 
. Working of industrial law. trade. 
Petroleum production and Timber trade at Galatz. 
export. Roumanian steamship ser- 
Minerals. vice on Danube. 
Position of textile industry. Sketch map. 
No. 4,222. Trade of Jerusalem in 1908. 
British trade prospering. Tourist and pilgrim statis- 
Projected public works. tics. 
No. 4,225. Trade of Ichang in 1908. 
Increased trade. Opium imports. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORT. 


The following report (Miscellaneous) has been issued by the 
Colonial Office since the last number of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” :— 


No. 58. Imperial Institute. Selected Reports from the Scientific 
and Technical Department. I. Fibres. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Annual Report of the Chief Inspector of Factories and Workshops 
for the year 1908. Reports and Statistics. [Cd. 4,664]. Price 
2s. Ad. 


This publication contains the general report of the Chief In- 
spector upon the work of the Factory Department in 1908, as well 
as statistical tables. Reports are included by the Divisional 
Superintending Inspectors, the principal Lady Inspector, the 
Inspector of Textile Particulars, the Inspector for Dangerous 
Trades, and the Electrical and Medical Inspectors. 

At the end of the year there were upon the registers 110,691 
factories and 149,398 workshops, not including men’s workshops, 
warehouses, docks, wharves, quays, “ buildings,” railway lines and 
sidings, and factories and workshops under the charge of H.M. 
Inspectors of Mines. 


Committee on Combinations in the Meat Trade, Minutes of 
Evidence, with appendices and Index. [{Cd. 4,661]. Price 2s. 9d. 


Despatches from H.M. Consular Officers respecting the Taxation of 
Land Values at New York, Boston, San Francisco, and Cleveland 
(Ohio). [Cd.4578.] Price 23d. 
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Confidential Information. 


' The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and in order to attain more fully the 
purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. Other 
British firms desiring to have their names entered on this Register 
should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
a form of application, copies of which may be obtained at the 
offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘“ Board cf Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Note.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready to answer, as far as possible, enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 





Commercial intelligence Branoh of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE - cont.. 


personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and’ 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular- 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade- 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Government of Canada has established, in proximity to 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, a. 
special office for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through: 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence. 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the: 
public. The “Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All. 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single- 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver and Boyd,. 
Tweeddale Court ; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, 


Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from Messrs. G. 
Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Braneh, Board of Trade, 73,. 
Basinghall Street, London, F.C. 





Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 

Trade Enquiry Offices are maintained in London by certain. 
Colonial Governments at the following addresses :— 

Canada ... 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Commonwealth of Australia 72, Victoria Street, S.W. 

New South Wales ... 123-5, Cannon Street, E.C. 

Victoria er: ..- Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 

Queensland ice ... 409, West Strand, W.C. 

South Australia... ... 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, E.C. 

Western Australia ... 15, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Tasmania en ... 9, Victoria Street, S.W. 

New Zealand .... ... 18, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Cape of Good = ... 98, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Natal... ... 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Transvaal ... ?@2, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Orange River Colony ..» 121, Victoria Street, S.W. 

















